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Name: Elene

Surname: Rekhviashvili

Age:14

School Name: Poti School of Physics and Mathematics

Grade:IX

Letter to a European Peer — From Independence to Freedom



Dear Friend,

Although Georgia is a relatively small country in terms of geography, its historical legacy is immense.
Every corner of our land bears the names of heroes who sacrificed their lives for the nation's prosperity.
I am proud to live in a country whose people have always yearned for independence and freedom.
Gaining independence is a monumental struggle; losing it, sadly, can happen in the blink of an eye. Yet,
no matter the hardship, we have always risen again.

Our nation, united in spirit, has demonstrated the strength to overcome even the most formidable foes —
the “nine-headed devils” of our history — with dignity and resolve. For our ancestors, the interests of
the homeland were sacred, outweighing personal gain or comfort. They strived to be remembered with
honor, so that future generations, like ours, could grow up in a land where freedom is not a dream, but a
right.

Though it may seem straightforward, our freedom was forged through centuries of pain and
perseverance. A country grounded in its faith and language will never truly perish. Consider the period
when Russia violated the Treaty of Georgievsk, abolished the autocephaly of the Georgian Church, and
imposed the Russian language in place of our own.

Still, we never let go of hope. A shining example is the national liberation movement of the 19th
century, which reignited our national spirit and called upon every citizen to fight for a better tomorrow.
From every region of Georgia, people united — writers wielded their pens as weapons, warriors
defended with shields and swords. Each one gave what they could.

But every struggle has its price. Only those who live in a truly free country can live by their own values,
achieve success, think freely, and experience real liberty. On May 26, 1918, Georgia declared its
independence and became a democratic republic — an era that lasted only three years. It then took 70
long years before we could reclaim our sovereignty. Yet our people never abandoned hope or
determination.

As NikolozBaratashvili once wrote in The Fate of Georgia, “It is hard to live in a kingdom constantly
shadowed by war.”

Despite the endless battles, Georgia never lost its spirit. On February 25, 1921, the Red Army invaded,
leading to the Sovietization of Georgia. Many young lives were lost, and our national soul was wounded
— a tragedy captured powerfully in KolauNadiradze’s poem, which likened the event to the death of a
nation.

Decades passed, and on April 9, 1991, Georgia regained its independence. In that moment, we were like
a bird released from captivity — uncertain, yet ready to soar. However, freedom remained fragile, as

external threats loomed and our sovereignty was again challenged.



Even before regaining independence, we aspired to the ideals of Europe. But larger powers sought to
suppress our identity, constrain our minds, and rob us of the right to choose our own destiny. Yet, light
always follows darkness, and good ultimately prevails over evil.

As a nation under the special protection of the Virgin Mary, we have never lost faith in God. This
spiritual resilience has kept us alive through the darkest of times. We remember the martyrs of our past
not as distant legends, but as part of our living legacy. Their blood runs in our veins, and we — the new
generation — are ready to carry their mission forward with honor.

Perhaps it is the destiny of small nations to remain ever vigilant, always fighting to prove their worth.
But I believe that, in doing so, we shape a future worthy of our proud and enduring heritage.

This is all I managed to put in this letter. If you get interested in deep details I proudly and with great

satisfaction will write you more.

Regards from your peer,

EleneRekhviashvili



